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University wind turbine project to demonstrate new approach to sustainable energy development and education

This morning, between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m., the University of Regina and Innovation Place are installing a 3.5kW Cleanfield Vertical Axis Wind Turbine (VAWT) on the penthouse roof of 2 Research Drive. Based on the data from this turbine, the University is undertaking interdisciplinary wind energy research.

This is the first wind turbine in the city of Regina to be connected to SaskPower’s electrical grid through net metering. Energy generated from the turbine will contribute directly to the electrical power supply of the University, reducing energy consumption from fossil fuels, and provide a practical research application in alternative energies. 

The installation represents to the community at large the University of Regina’s commitment to Education for Sustainable Development through its Strategic Plan 2009- 2014 and reflects, in part, the University’s role in supporting the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.

This wind project is being established as a Re-engineering Research and Learning for Sustainability (RRLS) initiative.  The RRLS provides the foundation for the establishment of regional inter-organizational research centres that will take advantage of existing community based infrastructures, expertise, and knowledge to address energy and community sustainability throughout the province. The wind energy project at the University of Regina is the first of such research centres.

The wind turbine will also be used to educate high school and undergraduate students and the public in general about alternative energy technologies, and provide the foundation to assist rural and urban consumers and small businesses meet their energy needs in an environmentally sustainable manner.

June 15th is Global Wind Day.
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