RCEs of the Americas Continental Meeting

5th International RCE Meeting in Curitiba, Brazil

13:30 – 15:30, Tuesday, May 18, 2010

Draft Agenda Based on the RCE of the Americas Meeting in Montreal

Meeting Background:

A continental meeting of the RCEs of the Americas was held at the 4th International RCE Conference in Montreal, Canada, where key issues for RCEs in the Americas and opportunities for collaboration were identified (see attached minutes from this meeting). The following agenda builds on the work previously begun, specifically incorporating the directions from the meeting in Montreal. In addition, it seeks direction in relation to questions that have been identified related to building capacity in the global RCE-network and the role of continental RCE platforms in this regard.

Purpose of Meeting:

· To discuss how to strengthen and advance the global RCE network and the role of continental networking.

· To allow for mutual learning to take place between RCEs in the Americas and identification of emerging and important issues facing these RCEs.

· To identify and follow up on opportunities for collaboration and action among RCEs in the Americas.

Meeting Outcomes:

· Identification of opportunities, directions, and actions for strengthening and advancing the global RCE network through activities in the Americas. 

· Specific action items and those individuals/RCEs taking leadership on these items

Note: if you or representatives of your RCE are unable to participate in the Continental Meeting of the Americas, please feel free to e-mail any comments related to the specific agenda items you might have prior to May 14, 2010, to: roger.petry@uregina.ca
Draft Agenda:

1.  Election of Chair(s) and Recorder(s) for Meeting (5 minutes)

2.  Welcome and Introductions (20 minutes)

Each person is allowed approximately a minute to introduce themselves (their own organizational affiliations/role and the RCE they are a part of) and any emerging issues since our last meeting that are not already on the agenda they would like addressed (see “emerging issues” section #5 below)

Note: The length of time per person will depend on numbers attending the meeting. New RCE applicants and recently acknowledged RCEs could be especially encouraged to say a few words about their RCE and/or provide a handout describing their RCE for meeting participants.

3. Discussion of Role of Continental Networking in Advancing Global RCE Capacity (30 minutes)

Using a talking circle format, each person will be given an opportunity to speak in relation to one or more of the following discussion question areas:

1. RCE Development in the Americas: How can we advance strategic development of RCEs in our region, especially in areas where they are lacking (e.g., countries, language groups, rural/small urban areas, bioregions)? How can this be done while respecting the spontaneous emergence of RCEs based on local interest? Are there existing ESD networks in the Americas we can identify that have the organizational strength and interest to assist in establishing new RCEs where they are absent, support emerging RCEs, and/or help with continental coordination? 

2. Role of Continental RCE Platforms: What evolving roles do we see for continental RCE platforms relative to the global RCE networking, especially as the numbers of RCEs increase? What factors influence the efficiency and effectiveness of collaborative work at these two levels? How can each level intentionally advance bridging opportunities between RCEs to take advantage of the wide-ranging diversity the RCEs provide?

3. Advancing RCE Profile and Policy Influence: How can RCEs in the Americas help develop an RCE profile to attract the attention of policy makers in the Americas and/or assist the UNU-IAS in doing so globally, to shape policy formation and attract funding and other resources?

Note: Given the limited time, try to speak briefly to those questions one wishes to speak to, and, where appropriate, identifying specific action items. When speaking, identify which question numbers (# 1, 2, or 3) you are addressing to assist the recorders. Feel free to bring written comments to the meeting for distribution, if desired.

4.  Follow-up on Opportunities for Collaboration Identified in Montreal (30 minutes)

Notes:

· For further information on each item, see the minutes from the May 13, 2009, Continental Meeting of the Americas in Montreal circulated with this draft agenda.

· Individuals should seek to provide follow-up (where possible) and/or new opportunities for action along with specific individual or RCE commitments to act.

A) Collaborative RCE training programs and exchanges in the Americas

RCEs will work together on training programs and exchanges on ESD within the Americas, possibly exchanging professors, students, information, best practices, etc.; the goal is to find ways to integrate RCEs through joint activity. (Leading RCE:  Salvador, RCE Western Jalisco (Mexico); Supporting RCEs: Maria, (RCE Columbia Candidate), Ziole (RCE Curitiba),  Patrica and Andrea (RCE Montreal),  Lyle (RCE Saskatchewan)

B) Continental Working Group to Advance Biodiversity Theme

This working group to explore possible contributions of the Americas for the IYB. (Participating RCEs: Andre and Patricia (RCE Montreal), Susan Kingsbury (Environment Canada), Catherine (RCE Greate Sudbury), RCE Biobio Candidate)

C) Working on Community of Practice/Social Learning and Sustainability

Harold Glasser (RCE Grand Rapids, USA) and Patricia Garcia (RCE Montreal) indicated interest in advancing this topic.

D) Youth Involvement in the RCEs in the Americas

Karen McIver (RCE Saskatchewan) indicated a willingness to work on collaboration around the theme of youth.

E) Funding and In-kind resources for RCEs

RCEs in Americas to identify potential funding and in-kind resources in the Americas to: (1) advance translation of curriculum and other ESD materials, and (2) to support continental meeting of Americas.

Ziole (RCE Curitiba Parana) indicated she would plan a follow-up meeting to to discuss funding sources.

F) Encouraging RCE Candidates

RCEs can highlight specific activities they have been engaged in to foster new RCEs and specific needs they might have in this regard. Personal contact people were established for those interested in developing RCE Candidates in the Americas: Charles Hopkins, Ziole (RCE Curitiba), Salvador (RCE Western Jalisco), Hanne (RCE Biobio (once acknowledged)), Rachel (Trinidad).

G) Reporting and Evaluation

UNU-IAS facilitating RCE evaluation;  interested RCEs in Americas included Harold (RCE Grand Rapids) and Cindi (RCE Greater Sudbury); Harold Glasser indicated he would develop questions related to reporting and evaluation for this year’s continental meeting.

H) Requests of UNU-IAS 

Previous request of UNU-IAS from the Continental Meeting of the Americas in Montreal

· Creation of an electronic map of RCEs globally

· Online information of RCEs willing to mentor other RCEs relative to their strengths including willingness to provide background in various languages.

· RCE logo translation and materials translation by UNU-IAS

Other requests of UNU-IAS?

I) RCEs of the Americas Coordinating Group

This group established in Montreal to help facilitate follow-up and advancement of the action items identified at continental meetings and further opportunities for collaboration at a continental scale. Members identified in Montreal were: Catherine (RCE Greater Sudbury), Charles Hopkins, Andre (RCE Montreal), Salvador (RCE Western Jalisco), Ziole (RCE Curitiba-Parana), Roger (RCE Saskatchewan)

Issues to be addressed at this meeting:

· New participants to be added?

· Role for secretariat/administrative support to convene these meetings?

5. Emerging Issues Since Last Meeting of the Americas (15 minutes)

· An opportunity to discuss additional items added from item 2 above.

6.  Next RCE Meeting of the Americas (10 minutes)

· Update regarding plans for 6th International RCE Conference (location, dates, etc.) and suggestions for this upcoming meeting

· RCEs interested in hosting a next meeting of the Americas

· Possible dates for meeting and other logistical considerations

· Topics/items of interest for meeting of Americas

7.  Other issues needing to be addressed by continental meeting of RCEs in the Americas (5 minutes)

· Issues identified by UNU-IAS

· Other business identified by specific RCEs 

8.  Continental Meeting Report Back to Main Conference (5 minutes)

· Includes thanking organizers of International RCE Conference in Curitiba (e.g., RCE Curitiba-Parana and UNU-IAS)

9.  Adjournment

