RCE Student Researcher Meeting

December 14, 2007 Meeting Minutes

Location: 
Luther College at the University of Regina

Time: 

10:15 a.m. (Minute taker = Peta White – actions = bold)

1. Adoption of Agenda

2. Welcome and Introductions

Roger Petry: Co-coordinator in RCE Saskatchewan

Curt Schroeder: Chairs the RCE Technology Group (RTG)

Jill Forrester: Health TAWG representative

Lyle Benko: Co-coordinator in RCE Saskatchewan

Peta White: Student researcher cross-cutting (Sustaining Rural Communities and Educational Approaches for Regional ESD) TAWG

Kim Dohms: Student researchers – natural prairie ecosystems TAWG

Billy Patterson: Student researcher – climate change TAWG

The RCE Sask is still looking for student researcher positions Sustainable Infrastructure and Supporting and Bridging Culture (Billy will organize re-advertising positions) Need to check with Daryl Hepting about the Farming and Local Food Production TAWG (Lyle Benko will check)

3. Overview of Student Researcher Positions 

1. General goals of research positions

Roger spoke to this

1. Goals as set out in Sustainable Communities Grants Proposal and Job Description

Each Student researcher will be expected to deliver a final report at the end of contract as to what was achieved

Each student researcher will have deliverables as we go and we are currently working to find / devise a searchable database that will support this information.

2. Descriptions of Theme Area Working Groups (TAWG)

Find this on the website www.saskrce.ca

3. Geographic scope of RCE Saskatchewan

The initial starting area includes Regina. Saskatoon and the corridor (Craik etc) and then a bubble around it to include some additional areas (like the interlaces region).  This will broaden out with time and as we get going.  The Louis Riel Trail is a great way f considering our region.  Prince Albert would like to be included.

Tania has a map of the First Nations in the immediate territory (Peta to forward).  So concentrate on this region initially and then broaden out.

4. Emphasis on Education for SD

We need to be sure to focus on the educational components to SD projects (formal, non-formal (training), in-formal (media), non-profit education).  Develop some kind of presentation that illustrates the different forms of education (Peta can look into this).

5. Funding for project

Funds are possibly available for other costs for the position (see supervisor).  Thee might include photocopying, phone calls, travel, etc.

1. possibilities for additional funding in May 2008

2. additional funds available to support student work

2. Student and TAWG interest in the project

1. Question for discussion: How would I describe my interests and what I hope to learn through this project?

Curt: is interested in the use of technology in making this work happen. (Tim: student researcher for technology)  Website development has been going well and looking for opportunities to use the web for these projects.

Jill: gets to see lots of the interesting Health strategies across SK.  Eg: Primary Health Care.  So there is broad thinking going on…  Jill wants to be a support person.

Participatory Action research – snow balling… the type of research student researchers will be doing (talking to one person and then getting leads to find the next person to talk to)

Billy: Climate change – good to have a focus for his activism.  Active anyway and glad to have a network to be able to work within.  U of R – Environmental Action Network - to implement a trans-disciplinary degree and action on campus.  Environmental Education – Ecology club (Saturday mornngs at U of S) – need something like this at the U of R.  Excited.  Student researchers can post on the Environmental Action Network.  Part-time Students Director URSU.  RPIRG – elected member.  March = conference.  Faculty of Arts – public interest research funding.

Lyle: Process and building capacity.

Peta: Sustainable Rural Communities – looking to Craik as a case study.  Educational Research – an exciting opportunity to draw together much current research and the researchers too!!

Kim: Currently working on her Masters project – Science perspective liked back to prairie conservation.  So need to show whats going on in the prairie and then to think about how to manage it…  Excited.  Opportunities to get in touch with people (reconnecting).  Able to keep up with what is going on.  Vision of the end product – searchable database.  Google maps…(integrated onto RCE website).

Roger: capacity assessment.  On going documentation. Cooperation with all higher education institutions (showcase what SK is capable of…). Link student and faculty researchers.

Curt: applied research department – marketing research within SCIAST – Wascana campus.  NSERC qualified research community.

4. Developing work plans

1. Approaches to gathering information regarding ESD area

Check out a sample work plan from Peta White

2. Format for documentation

1. Development of template for documenting projects

1. RCE Toronto survey tool

2. Discussion of possibilities for using RCE Saskatchewan website for reporting

Kim to share standard template for collecting data… project/person/place, photo, 200 word description and link (in a document format – open formats).

RCE Survey tool – Toronto. Lyle can send that around

Set regular meetings for student researchers (Peta to coordinate – use voting system on website)

Web conferencing system from our website (learn link).

5. Next steps

1. Signing of contracts

done

1. Completion of acceptance form

What are these???? Roger

2. Completion of tax forms

done

2. Method of payment

We didn’t do anything about this!!!

1. Monthly payment form

Please send in your time form – send to Myra Cole fx: 585 2949 on the 20th of each month or drop off in person at Luther College Student Services Office (Room 110)

Complete tax forms (provincial and federal) and return to Myra Cole

Business card – for each student researcher.  Peta to organize.

6. Other business

7. Adjournment

11.50am

