RCE Student Researcher Meeting

15th September 2008, 3.30 pm, Ed 320

Present: Roger, Lyle, Kim D, Jill, Brooke, Billy, Malin, Peta, Tim Mcaig (RCE Tech Support)
Apologies: Tanya D, Cassie, Kim S,

Meeting started at 3.35pm

Student researcher reports:

Jill: has found lots of groups that she was not aware off before.
Brooke: is entering lots

Emma:
Kim D: is entering still and has a list for places still to approach
Billy: has some really interesting things still to check out
Peta: has nothing much to report (but has finished writing her comps)

Please take a back up now.  Tim will give all student researchers administrator rights.  PLEASE BE CAREFUL WITH THE DATA.  Download an excel copy and save it then start to play with the data in your copy

You will be required to complete a final report that addresses and describes your activities, meetings and work while employed by this project.  Please also describe any new learnings that you made during this work opportunity.

Timeline for the rest of this project:

Final Reports are due on November 30th.

We have devised some questions for you to consider in your final report.  It is expected that these will comprise of approximately 2 pages.

Work Activities:

-Describe the activities you have engaged in as part of this project (for example, kinds of contacts made with educational projects, student researcher meetings, data entry, etc.). Estimate the percentage of your time directed at each of these activities.

-Provide any quantitative or qualitative measures that relate to your work activities and outputs (for example, number of projects entered into project database).

-Describe strategies you employed in undertaking your work. What successes and challenges did you observe in employing these strategies?

New Learnings:
-What new learnings or understandings do you have as part of this process as they relate to:

(1) education for sustainable development (ESD) in your specific theme area (e.g. climate change, sustainable infrastructure, etc.) occurring in the RCE Saskatchewan region (for example, are there any interesting patterns or trends in the ESD projects you have identified)

(2) the nature of education for sustainable development in general

(3) the applicability of this work to other areas (e.g., to your studies and research in your own field of study, to other areas of your livelihood and/or lifestyle)

-Based on the experience and perspective you have gained from this project, how might the process you have been engaged in be improved?

-Are there any other issues you feel are important to be documented associated with this project?

Feedback from some…

Malin: is looking forward to having conversations with Kim D.

Jill: learned lots about ESD.  How a community and culture relate to the concepts in and around ESD.  The ideas of informal awareness building.

Kim D.: was surprised at how many NGO’s there are and how many formal initiatives there are too.  She sees many stakeholder groups working together (like PCAP) and how they work to disseminate information.

Billy: found lots of formal education as well as in and non formal.  He refined his research to research around climate change research – not just on the research of climate change.  He has taken direct action as a result of this job – such as attending a Summit.  He has formed his personal definition of sustainability as a result of this work and it now includes relevance to the biosphere in which he lives.

Brooke: had no background in this content area and so found it challenging initially.  Then on top of this sustainable infrastructure was such a large area.  She was surprised that many of the organisations are not connected to each other.  There seems to be LOTS going on, yet still room for more action.  There does seem to be some good overlap (for example – around climate change).

Peta: Has held the education focus and will find the end result very useful (for example SOEEA can use the data to look for operational opportunities by identifying gaps in current actions).  Through teaching environmental education 302 and supporting teachers she has seen many possibilities for future relationships.  ESD needs to be localized, as sometimes global application of these concepts loose emphasis and local action.  She hopes to document the PROCESS of this work.

Ann-Marie and Brooke we hope that you will be able to provide these reports by the end of your contract.  Please forward these reports to your TAWG leader and Roger Petry roger.petry@uregina.ca 

Awards Ceremony:

Lyle and team are busy coordinating an event that will involve celebrating ESD champions from our RCE region.  As student researchers we have a very good handle on who is out there and worthy of recognition.  There will likely be a self nomination/application process.  Please keep an eye out for the information and possibly distribute it to those projects/initiatives worthy of acknowledgement.  (Information will be on the website and discussed at our next meeting).  Ceremony is being planned for the 20th of November this year, and will be held in Craik.  Applications will begin mid October… timeline will be short!

How to present the data:

Use google maps, create a searchable database, have facility to update.

Student Hiring:

Health and Sustainable Infrastructure still have $ left and can possibly employ another student…. Please let Roger know if you have any ideas.

Our contracts are to be concluded on December 15th 2008.

Next Meeting IMPORTANT – please make a BIG effort to attend!!

Monday October 20th 3.30 – 5pm in Ed 320

Meeting closed at 5pm
