RCE Student Researcher Meeting Minutes

Date:

April 28, 2008

Location:
Luther College at the University of Regina (Upper Dining Room)

Attendance: Kim Sare, Carla Ballman, Ann-Marie Urban, Curt Schroeder, Lyle Benko, Jill Arkles, Kim Dolms

1.  Approval of Agenda

2.  Introductions and Welcome

3.  Ashley Dew advised she is unable to continue in the Farming and Local Food Production student researcher position due to other commitments. Dr. Daryl Hepting, the coordinator for this group, is currently reviewing a number of candidates for the position.

4.  Review of Student Researcher projects 


1.  What has been achieved to date?


2.  What are the current challenges and successes?

Peta White: Has worked on the survey (LOTS). Using a survey module of Drupal (the Free Software Content Management System that was used to create the RCE website). The survey was created and tested over the last two weeks. Please check it again as it has been updated often in the interim. Please make comments and suggest further changes. I will get to these this weekend (will someone please take notes and send them to me). I will send an email with the correct link confirming that the survey is good to go so that you can begin to ask your contacts to use the survey. The data comes to a gmail account and is also stored on our website… we can download this to an excel spreadsheet and manipulate it from there. We need to be forward thinking NOW about what we might need then!!

Ann-Marie Urban:  More people are responding to queries about ESD initiatives in health and more information is now available for the database. Following up on leads provided by others regarding health initiatives and looking for gaps (e.g.,  reading local health article and following up on leads, etc.; contacting members of the RCE for more leads)

Challenges involve needing to deal with overlaps. For example, a CD was made available from the Meewasin Valley Authority in Saskatoon that overlaps with other groups. Some people say they are not interested due to current time commitments (e.g. some government positions and Saskatoon Health Region). Figuring out how to sell the value of the RCE survey initiative (e.g. The value of showcasing projects at the RCE conference).

Jill Arkles: Spent time compiling list of people contacted so far and who still needs to be contacted 

Met with James McNinch. Entered data into Peta's survey tool and the survey tool works well. Haven't yet contacted people directly saying people can use survey. Challenges include sending e-mails and not getting replies.

Kim Dohms: Getting lists organized of who to contact. Challenge finding the time. Surprisingly good responses. Finding a need to take a mixed approach. For places without time, filling in the information for them. Others willing to fill in form if knowing they will be able to be profiled in this way (e.g., non-profit organizations having the number of places they are profiled as a way of measuring their success). Haven't used survey tool yet. Have been collecting information in a word template and then can copy and paste the material later. Putting together an inventory is good for your own networking capabilities.

5.  Feedback on reports, continuation of the project (and renewal of contracts) 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of the Environment was very pleased with our interim report for the Green Initiatives Fund in which the student researcher reports were included. The second half of the funding was renewed. Well done!

It was decided that in June student contracts would be renewed to include the additional funds for each that had become available (approximately $2000 in addition to the initial $2200 contract). Continue to submit your monthly time sheets by the 20th of each month. If you complete more hours than the contract is currently able to fund, please complete contact Roger Petry who can arrange for an earlier contract renewal.

6.  Attendance of RCE Student researchers at the RCE conference (and covering the student rate) 

Student researchers will also be able to be registered for the RCE Saskatchewan conference (May 25-27th) through these funds. Please register for the conference using the form on the conference website and submit it. Indicate that you are a student researcher on the form and that the registration is to be paid through RCE Saskatchewan. It is important, if at all possible, for you to attend this event (even if only parts of the event). Kim Dohms indicated she is able to attend. All other students should contact Carla Ballman within one weeks time (May 6) regarding attendance and register on the conference website. The conference website is at the following address:

http://www.saskrce.ca/conference2008/ 

7.  Linking with the Sk ESD Network – Framework (Carla Ballman) 

Carla noted that many groups don't fit nicely under any one theme area working groups. Carla will sent the list of organization to Peta.

Carla noted as part of the SK ESD Network Earth Day event follow-up she will mention that groups should work with RCE student researchers if not already doing so to gather the survey data as needed.

8.  Use RCE website and TAWG to facilitate survey completion 

Survey link is now available and students can enter data.

Carla will ask Tim to put up a link to survey tool clearly on the website and to make the RCE research project more visible especially for those signing up on the site.

Kim Sare to contact Tim regarding enabling a letter from student researchers to be sent to members of TAWGs. Jill Arkles to draft an invitation to participate in survey that includes a link to fill in the survey

10. Conference presentation

Agreed to have both the panel presentation as well as a poster presentation/display highlighting the value of working together/the process used to date.

11. Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting would be 15th May (including preparing for conference presentation) at 6pm in the Education Building, room 320 (with pizza). This meeting will also include supervisors.

