RCE Student Researcher Meeting

March 26, 2008 Meeting Agenda

Location: 
Luther College at the University of Regina

Time: 

3:30 p.m.

The whole groups will meet for the first half and hour, followed by just the student researchers meting for the last hour.

1. Adoption of Agenda
Peta, Lyle, Kim Sare, Ann-Marie, Billy, Brooke, Jill, Kim Dohms, Ashley, Roger

Regrets: Carla

2. Welcome and Introductions (special welcome to Ashley Dew)

3. Review of Student Researcher projects

1. What has been achieved to date?

2. What are the current challenges and successes?
Peta: Has been working on the content management system: specifically looking at developing an appropriate survey tool (data gathering).  At this stage the preference is for using Drupal and the RCE site.  Survey Monkey was used to test the survey initially, however this program will cost $, hence the desire to look further (for a different tool).  There was discussion around the survey itself (as in the specific questions).  There is desire to add additional categories.  Question about how to gather data and then the need to send it out for verifying… process needs to be tested and established.  Will work on the survey over the next few weeks so that all can adapt to suit their needs once the semester ends.
Ann-Marie: is busy collecting data (sending out emails and meeting with people).

Billy: Note to all… back up data!!  Has been meeting with people, has a summary list of people whom he would like to contact still.  He now knows lots more about climate change now (a welcome bonus of this position).  Has questions about how to use title of “student researcher”.  So in summary: has been increasing his own knowledge, meeting new people, and gathering data.  Please note there is a Climate Change workshop coming up on the 22nd April (see notes at the end of the minutes) – Billy hopes to host a table to collect information.
Brooke: has been working away, however with the end of semester she has slowed down a bit.  Sent many emails, however, lacking in response.  Has found some great information from Sask Energy and the Regina City Bikeways program. Has more time coming up to be able to focus on this position then!

Jill: sent 30 email in last few weeks, and has received only 4 responses!  Some frustration!  She is currently taking information websites.  Has a few meetings coming up.

Kim: is filling out templates and sending them out to people for verification.  She is having some success with this process.

Ashley: has a clear idea about who to contact and has a plan to bring them together with common interests.  Questions about ways to verify data – we need some way of telling who completed the survey (a completed form, we have checked, they have confirmed)

4. Communication of results/reports???
Roger has received 6 of the 7 (Billy will get his asap).  Should we share them with each other – send them to Peta and she will distribute!
We need to record the process of this RCE student research gathering… this will be the content of the conference presentation.

5. Linking with the Sk ESD Network – Framework (Carla Ballman)
Now look at this next meeting as Carla was away…

6. Other business
1. Lyle shared information about Gerald Farthing’s visit (he is the Deputy Minister of Education in Manitoba).  He will be here on Monday 21st April – in Regina.  Details will be coming out – invitation will be forthcoming (early afternoon)
2. Billy shared information about the Environmental Action Network: the Environmental Studies Program (joint effort between students, professors, community) is developing really well.  This concept will produce a trans-disciplinary program.  This concept has been attempted before, however there is a new centre for Arts and Science Centre for Environmental Studies and Research.  Contact Billy if you want to be involved/know more.  Needs some help in the Science Faculty.

Also please note the following events:

· Derrick Jensen video conference – tomorrow evening Thursday 27th March

· Earth Hour Saturday 29th March 8pm

· Fossil Fools Day – Rally at the Legislature (11.30am – 1pm) Tuesday 1st April

Post these items on the RCE website.

7. Next meeting is 28th April 3.30pm

Special meeting 15th May (for conference presentation planning) 6pm Ed 320 (with pizza)

8. Adjournment for Lyle, Roger, Kim S
Students meeting continues…

9. House Keeping items:

1. Business cards. Ashley’s are on the way.
2. Students researcher bios and photos (for website see email attachment for current list).  Please send these to Peta asap.  Peta also to send the Bios to Ashley and to get photos of Jill and Ashley.
3. Please put your own photos on the RCE website – in your user information (then it then comes up next to every blog you make).

4. Student researcher plans of action. Due to Roger today.

10. Current data collection strategy

1. Attempts to use an online survey tool…. (Peta)
2. Site maintenance
3. So list of the data collection categories…

1. Project title

2. Resource person

3. Place title

4. Address or location

5. Contact person

6. Sponsors
7. project description

8. research opportunities

Send templates to Peta for compilation… Peta send to Ashley…

What will happen though to data in the future?

How to share info – email each other?

11. RCE Conference Speakers organization

Workshop (1.30 hour) each tell story, share the RCE Student Researcher process, 

12. Where to from here – future meeting and support plans
Lets plan a trip to Craik – possibly a Sat over night end of June???

13. Other business
Use RCE website to facilitate info sharing with our TAWG

14. Special meeting 15th May (for conference) 6pm Ed 320 (with pizza)

15. Adjournment 5pm

Adaptation to Climate Change in the Canadian Plains

April 22, 2008

Travelodge Hotel, Regina SK

The semi-arid Palliser Triangle in the southern portion of the Prairie provinces is second only to the Arctic in terms of its vulnerability to

climate change in Canada. While public awareness about climate change is becoming mainstream, this unique patch of land seems to get lost in the discussions. Public policy to address adaptation to climate change will be a critical element in determining our success or failure as human societies. As such, this symposium will present information and analysis on adaptation to climate change in a policy-relevant and accessible manner for a Saskatchewan audience.

Program Speakers Include:

Elaine Wheaton

Climatology, University of Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan Research Council

John Drexhage

Director, Climate Change and Energy, International Institute for Sustainable Development

Barry Smit

Professor, Canada Research Chair in Global Environmental Change Department of Geography, University of Guelph

Carmen Dybwad

President, Energy Council Canada

Dave Sauchyn

Professor of Geography, Research Coordinator for the Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative and PARC/Manitoba Hydro Research Professor

Bernardo Reyes

Environment and Sustainability, Universidad ARCIS and Universidad de Chile

Registration required, visit SIPP website for fees, full program and registration form: http://www.uregina.ca/sipp/ClimateChange_2008.html 

Contact SIPP at sipp@uregina.ca or (306) 585-5869 Registration deadline April 16, 2008

This event is sponsored by:

PARC, Canadian Plains Research Centre, Institutional Adaptation to Climate Change Project (IACC), University of Regina, Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy, and The Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy.
