RCE Student Researcher Meeting

19th August 2008, 3pm, Ed 320

Present: Peta, Roger, Lyle, Kim S, Kim D, Tanya D,

Apologies: Jill, Brooke, Malin, Cassie

Meeting started at 3.05pm

Student researcher reports:

Jill: As far as what I've been working on, unfortunately it hasn't been much. My summer job has kept me insanely busy, and I have been out of town quite a bit. I was planning on doing a bunch of hours this month. However, I had a tooth infection and wisdom teeth extraction, a roommate move out, and now I'm heading to Ottawa on Sunday for some training. I've sent some emails, but haven't received anything back which im attributing to people being on holidays. In September, I  plan on doing a lot of emailing and writing up of stuff using the survery tool. I'm still definitely committed to this project, I've just had quite a few bizarre blips throughout August that have interfered with my ability to do much work!

Brooke: I don't really have much to update. I've gotten a few hours done in the past month but not as many as I'd hoped. School has kept me busier this semester along with being more tired than usual. I will probably be entering a couple of initiatives into the survey this week. I talked to someone from SaskPower who works out at the Shand Greenhouse and he said after he gets back from holidays he will enter initiatives into the survey. I'm not sure how much relates to sustainable infrastructure so I'll have to get a different contact from SaskPower to look at the templates for wind turbines I've typed up, since he only works at the greenhouse. I sent a number of emails out and didn't really get a response. I know some are on holidays so later in August I will try again. That's about it.

Brooke can you please confirm with us if you are intending to leave this position, and when?

Emma: I've been entering data for the local food and farming. I think I've entered roughly 20. I've also been working on a survey that will be sent out to producers and consumers. The survey was originally made to be a network mapping instrument but we've now expanded it to include information about applicable technology use and obstacles to and benefits of local food producing and purchasing. There's more to it but I can't remember it and my computer is in Regina!

Ann-Marie: Continue to add data to the research survey website (4 this w/e). Sent further e-mail reminders to contacts that haven't responded. Mining websites and adding them to survey website (eg. YMCA, prevention program for cervical cancer) as anything on the web is open access). 

Due to my own research, as of Aug. 30, 2008 I will no longer be involved in the project. Thank you to ALL (especially Tanya and Roger...you patience with my many questions has been appreciated) ...this has been a great project and I hope to see you again the future.

We are looking for a replacement for Ann-Marie if you know of anyone!!

Kim D: Has been busily working on her Masters data, so has not done much towards the RCE job.  She has enetered some information into the template.

Billy: We have not heard from Billy…

Peta: Compiled the data from the RCE conference panel session 1.  Has organized meetings and minutes and done some work towards updating the online survey tool.  She has been busy working on her comprehensive exams and is happy to report that they will be over soonish!!

Business Cards:

Roger offered lovely new business cards… If you were not present please make a time to visit Roger to pick yours up.

Awards Ceremony:

Lyle and team are busy coordinating an event that will involve celebrating ESD champions from our RCE region.  As student researchers we have a very good handle on who is out there and worthy of recognition.  There will likely be a self nomination/application process.  Please keep an eye out for the information and possibly distribute it to those projects/initiatives worthy of acknowledgement.  (Information will be on the website and discussed at our next meeting).  Ceremony is being planned for November this year.  Applications will begin mid September… timeline will be short!

Timeline for the rest of this project:

Please make sure that all of your currently researched data is entered by the 15th September (our next meeting).  Of course you will still have more to collect and enter, and that is fine.  But we would like al that you have been working on to be entered by this date.

Please think about how we might present our data in a useful format.

At this meeting we will hopefully hear from Tim Maciag (RCE tech support) as to what graphical representation of our data might look like and what we would have to do to make that work.

Final Reports are due on November 30th.

We have devised some questions for you to consider in your final report.  It is expected that these will comprise of approximately 2 pages.

Work Activities:

-Describe the activities you have engaged in as part of this project (for example, kinds of contacts made with educational projects, student researcher meetings, data entry, etc.). Estimate the percentage of your time directed at each of these activities.

-Provide any quantitative or qualitative measures that relate to your work activities and outputs (for example, number of projects entered into project database).

-Describe strategies you employed in undertaking your work. What successes and challenges did you observe in employing these strategies?

New Learnings:
-What new learnings or understandings do you have as part of this process as they relate to:

(1) education for sustainable development (ESD) in your specific theme area (e.g. climate change, sustainable infrastructure, etc.) occurring in the RCE Saskatchewan region (for example, are there any interesting patterns or trends in the ESD projects you have identified)

(2) the nature of education for sustainable development in general

(3) the applicability of this work to other areas (e.g., to your studies and research in your own field of study, to other areas of your livelihood and/or lifestyle)

-Based on the experience and perspective you have gained from this project, how might the process you have been engaged in be improved?

-Are there any other issues you feel are important to be documented associated with this project?

Ann-Marie and Brooke we hope that you will be able to provide these reports by the end of your contract.  Please forward these reports to your TAWG leader and Roger Petry roger.petry@uregina.ca 

Work towards supporting the Awards Celebration and a November meeting will be held in here somewhere…

Our contracts are to be concluded on December 15th 2008.

Next Meeting IMPORTANT – please make a BIG effort to attend!!

Monday September 15th 3.30pm in Ed 320

Meeting closed at 4pm
