RCEs of the Americas Continental Meeting: Meeting Minutes

4th International RCE Meeting in Montreal

Room 513F, Palais des congrès (Venue of 5WEEC), Montreal, Canada

13:00-15:00, Wednesday, May 13, 2009

Note: Action Items are in Bold.

Purpose of Meeting:

· To allow for mutual learning to take place between RCEs in the Americas and identification of emerging and important issues facing these RCEs.

· To identify opportunities for collaboration and action among RCEs in the Americas.

Meeting Outcomes:

· Specific action items and those individuals/RCEs taking leadership on and those supporting these items

· Establishment of a coordinating group to facilitate follow-up and advancement of these and other collaborative initiatives for RCEs in the Americas

1. Election of Chair and Recorder for Meeting and Adoption of Agenda

Roger Petry and Lyle Benko elected co-chairs of the meeting.

Karen McIver and Aurea Tanaka served as recorders.

Agenda of the meeting was reviewed (see tentative agenda distributed) and no items were added.

Goals of the meeting were discussed. These included:

· to get to know each other

· to identify opportunities for collaboration

· to learn from each other

· to achieve specific outputs including to identify joint actions and RCE leaders and supporters for these actions

· to elect a coordination group for RCEs in the Americas

2. Welcome and Introductions

RCEs present:

· Andre Champoux, RCE Montreal

· Benoit Limoges, RCE Montreal

· Brigitte Blais, RCE Montreal

· Catherine Matheson, RCE Greater Sudbury

· Charles Hopkins, UNESCO

· Cindi Briscoe, RCE Sudbury

· Danielle Lussier, RCE Montreal

· Eduardo Sacayon, Candidate RCE Guatemala

· Graciela P. Garcia, RCE Montreal

· Hanne Sorensen, National Environmental Commission Biobio Region, Chile, RCE Biobio Candidate

· Harold Glasser, RCE Grand Rapids

· Jean Langlais, Biosphere (urban biodiversity)

· Karen McIver, RCE Saskatchewan (youth)

· Lepe Arodys, RCE Biobio Candidate

· Lyle Benko, RCE Saskatchewan

· Marceline Collins-Figueroa, University of the West Indies, Jamaica

· Marcela Lombana, RCE Bogota Candidate

· Maria Ejandra Faria, Venezuela (sustainable fisheries)

· Marie-Josee DeLisle, RCE Montreal

· Miguel Veliz Chacon, UNU-IAS

· Olga Maria Bermudez – RCE Candidate Bogota (cultural diversity/responsible consumption)

· Patricia Garcia, RCE Montreal

· Rachael Williams, The Cropper Foundation, Trinidad

· Rick Vander Kam, Fielding Graduate University, Santa Barbara, California

· Roger Petry, RCE Saskatchewan

· Roy Paluoja, RCE Toronto

· Salvador Garcia, RCE Western Jalisco (Mexico)

· Serge Carignan, ICI Environment

· Susan Kingsbury, Environment Canada

· Therese Baribeau, RCE Montreal

· Therese Drapeau, RCE Montreal

· William Godfrey, Virginia (works with RCEs in Africa)

· Ziole Zanotto Malhadas, RCE Curitiba-Parana

A brief overview was made of was discussed in Barcelona.

Meeting participants identified the following other items not already on previous agenda:

· Need to promote mutual learning, mentoring, and collaboration among RCEs at different stages of development; learning from older RCEs and teaching new ones

· Need to create shared engagement and linkages between RCEs in Americas with shared theme areas (e.g., youth engagement, responsible consumption, biodiversity (esp. in year of biodiversity in 2010), sustainable fisheries, common ecosystems)

· Need for interactive electronic mapping of RCEs for viewing at diverse scales (global and continental) with RCE focus areas identified on map showing common issues and strengths

· Need to address language differences (e.g., enabling resource sharing by translating materials across language groups)

· Need to advance awareness of RCEs in the Americas among external audiences in Americas (e.g. potential supporters/funders)

3. Identifying opportunities for collaboration

Established Continent Working Group to advance collaborative RCE training programs and exchanges

RCEs will work together on training programs and exchanges on ESD within Americas, based on their experience – possibly exchange professors, students, information, best practices; goal is to find ways to integrate RCEs through joint activity

Members:

· Leading RCE: 

· Salvador, RCE Western Jalisco (Mexico)

· Supporting RCEs: 

· Maria, RCE Columbia Candidate

· Ziole, RCE Curitiba

· Patrica and Andrea, RCE Montreal (offered the available resources of e-learning programme at the Biosphere)

· Lyle, RCE Saskatchewan

Established Continental Working Group to advance biodiversity theme and possible contribution of Americas; issues will also be brought up at biodiversity theme area group on Friday, May 15, at conference.

Participating RCEs

· Andre and Patricia, RCE Montreal

· Susan Kingsbury, Environment Canada

· Catherine, RCE Greate Sudbury

· RCE Biobio Candidate: leader will be identified later

Other areas of collaboration interest:

· Harold Glasser and Patricia Garcia indicate interest in working on community of practices/social learning and sustainability

· Karen McIver willing to work on collaboration around the theme of youth

Funding and In-kind resources for RCEs: 

· Susan mentioned government sites where there are funding opportunities

· Lyle reminded about socially responsible regional and international companies based in different countries as a  way to find funding; can identify who has signed for sustainability among companies and build private sector networks/connections

· Ziole noted need for funding to translate teaching materials and for continental meetings – Organisation of American States, maybe IADB

· Roger suggested approaching the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-Americas Development Bank (IADB) for that purpose Bill suggested to build funding capital to advance the cause of sustainability

· Canadian Council for International Cooperation (CCIC) and Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation (SCIC) other possible sources for support

· Idea of using students for translating materials was also mentioned

Action: RCEs in Americas to identify potential funding and in-kind resources in Americas to:

· advance translation of curriculum and other ESD materials

· to support continental meeting of Americas

Ziole to plan a follow-up meeting to to discuss funding sources.

Encouraging RCE Candidates

· Charles Hopkins indicated the need to encourage applications, especially where there is no ESD activity

· Roger suggested volunteers to put their names on the UNU-IAS website to provide information on their own languages for potential RCE candidates

Personal contact people established for those interested in developing RCE Candidates in the Americas:

· Charles Hopkins

· Ziole/RCE Curitiba

· Salvador/RCE Western Jalisco

· Hanne/RCE Biobio (once acknowledged)

· Rachel (Trinidad)

Reporting and Evaluation

· Issue that's being taken up at UNU-IAS – global learning space and UNU responsibility to help facilitate RCEs evaluation

· Interested RCEs in Americas: RCE Grand Rapids (Harold), RCE Greater Sudbury (Cindi)

· Action: Questions related to reporting and evaluation will be developed/identified by Harold Glasser and posed at next year’s continental meeting

Specific Requests of UNU-IAS from Continental Meeting in Americas:

· Creation of electronic map of RCEs globally with key information about RCEs (e.g. Themes/areas working on, challenges, RCE location, contact individuals; RCE Saskatchewan is willing to share own work with mapping its own RCE)

· Have UNU-IAS Request RCEs to identify their own strengths that they could be called upon by other RCEs so that mentors could be easily identified; this could be online information and it is suggested to create an Americas wiki page with information that could be updated

· Note (above): contacts identified in Americas willing to provide background to potential RCE applicants in various languages

· Translation of RCE background materials including application process description into other languages

· Request to address issue of RCE logo translation

4.  Establishment of “RCEs of the Americas Coordinating Group”

· This group is to help facilitate follow-up and advancement of the action items identified in item #3 (above) and further opportunities for collaboration at a continental scale.

RCE of the Americas Coordinating Group Established:

· RCE Greater Sudbury (Catherine)

· Charles Hopkins

· RCE Montreal (Andre)

· RCE Western Jalisco (Salvador)

· RCE Curitiba (Ziole)

· RCE Saskatchewan (Roger)

5.  Next RCE Meeting of the America

Ziole (RCE Curitiba-Parana) indicated that RCE Curitiba-Parana (Brazil) is willing to host the next RCE Meeting of the Americas in the last week of May, 2010. It was resolved to accept this invitation with many thanks for the offer.

6.  Other issues needing to be addressed by continental meeting of RCEs in the Americas

Aurea raised the importance of completing the annual report by each RCE for the UNU-IAS. UNU-IAS also relies on meetings such as this to get feedback and direction as to what is needed by RCEs.

7.  Continental Meeting Report Back to Main Conference

Lyle Benko and Roger Petry agreed to report back to the main conference on Friday, May 15.

8. Meeting Adjourned at 15:00.

