RCE Student Researcher Meeting

January 23rd, 2008 Meeting Minutes

Location: 
Luther College at the University of Regina

Time: 

3:30 p.m.

1. Adoption of Agenda 3.35pm

2. Welcome and Introductions

· Roger Petry: Co-coordinator in RCE Saskatchewan and currently the TAWG Culture group temporary leader

· Lyle Benko: Co-coordinator in RCE Saskatchewan

· Peta White: Student researcher – cross cutting themes (educational approaches for regional esd and sustaining rural communities)

· Tanya Dahms: Health and healthy lifestyles TAWG leader

· Ann-Marie Urban: Student Researcher – Health and healthy lifestyles

· Sheena Gordon: Student researcher – Farming and local food production

· Billy Patterson: Student researcher – Climate change

· Brook Leurer: Student researcher – Sustainable Infrastructure

· Jill Arckles: Student Researcher – Bridging culture

· Kim Sare: Climate change TAWG leader

· Carla Ballman: Conference Coordinator

· Jon Gillies: Co-Coordinator with Sustainable Infrastructure (arrived later)

Kim Dohms: sends her regrets

Student Researcher – Reconnecting to Natural Prairie Ecosystems 

Roger and Lyle: provided an overview of RCE and UN decade on ESD and a highlighted the focus on education (transformative projects) in the region.  Education is not just formal, but also informal and non-formal (media, non-profit etc.).

Funding for the student researcher projects is from the Provincial Governments Greening Initiatives.  It comes in two installments.  So there could be a further $2200 for each of us if the program gets renewed (in May/June).

We are documenting the process that the Saskatchewan RCE goes through and sharing this information (via our website) so that other RCE can use our experiences and build upon them.  (we feel like a “test case” – in a good way!!)

Each student researcher offered a summary as to why they were interested in their position.

Peta: My phd research covers similar areas to the cross cutting themes so I thought is would be a great way to expand upon what I am currently doing and it would offer a critical use for my research findings.  I was really interested in being involved in the RCE in this particular way.

Ann-Marie: Being a nurse educator and fitness enthusiast I have always had a passion for health and healthy lifestyles. Peta sent me a message asking if I knew of anyone interested in the position and I thought immediately...I am! As UNESCO, 1997 states "education, in short is humanity's best hope and most effective means to the quest to achieve sustainable development."

Billy: I am interested in environmental activism.  I learn about it and usually get frustrated into action.  So now have a focus.  My particular interest is in environmental inter-generational justice.  As far as Climate change goes, I want to explore why the sustainable technologies we already understand have not been implemented.  

Brook:  I initially heard of the position through Billy Patterson who is researching in the Climate Change theme area.  Sustainability is something that is continually on my mind and I thought it was a great opportunity to not only gain knowledge on current sustainability projects in Saskatchewan, but also be an active force in implementing my research, and hopefully sharing it on a global scale with other RCE’s around the world.

Jill:  The position interested me because I think that bridging cultures is an essential part of building sustainable communities.  As a social work student, I have a keen and vested interested in building more sustainable communities that allow for people to live in a stable, supportive, and healthy environment. Through bridging cultures, understanding and education can occur within and between groups within the community. I am extremely interested in community organizing and development, and the RCE project allows me to work within a capacity that will hopefully lead to some form of social change.

Kim (who was unable to be here however, offered this to us later): I have always had a passion for conservation and environmental issues which led me to where I am right now - a graduate student working on grassland songbirds.  I believe that the best way to conserve prairie (and other habitats) is to provide education to stakeholders on the importance of our natural ecosystems and wanted to increase my own awareness of existing initiatives.  Creating an inventory of these initiatives is also a great way to connect other researchers with educators to reduce the gap that often exists between these two groups.

Bios and photo (we decided that having biographies and a photo on the RCE website would be useful)

Ann-Marie Urban RN, BScN (U of S), MN (Athabasca University), PhD student  (University of Regina, Education) is a faculty member, Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and Technology (SIAST), Nursing Education Program of Saskatchewan (NEPS), Regina site.  Her areas of teaching include health education and mental health nursing.  Her clinical practice includes medicine and mental health nursing, and she is trained in mediation and conflict management.  Ann-Marie has been teaching fitness for over 15 years and her passion for health and healthy lifestyles links with her interest in sustainability and the Regional Centre of Expertise. Ann-Marie has presented on the clinical post conference, information literacy, and health related issues.

Jill Arkles is a student researcher in the area of Supporting and Bridging Cultures for Sustainable Living and community Building.  Jill is also a third year social work student at the University of Regina, and interested in sustainability, community development and organizing, and education. 

Billy Patterson is the student researcher for the Climate Change TAWG at RCE SK. Billy is a part-time student, full-time activist in his 4th year undergraduate studies at the University of Regina. Billy is currently networking with faculty, staff, community, and students in regards to the upcoming transdisciplinary environmental studies degree program. Billy was a founding member of the Environmental Action Network at the U of R (which works to network and organize the diverse array of environmentally-interested individuals and organizations EANUR was started after the environmental studies program was launched). EANUR also works to inform and engage students in local environmental action issues, such as the killer-coke campaign against the coca-cola exclusivity contract renewal, and the Regina Citizen’s for a Nuclear-Free Society petition against further uranium mining-export in Saskatchewan. Billy is also on the RPIRG (Regina Public Interest Research Group) Board of Directors, URSU (University of Regina Student’s Union) Part-time student director, ASA (Arts Student’s Association) Social Coordinator. Billy recently attended the first Prairie Sustainable Campuses conference in Saskatoon SK where he led a workshop on “Why you should start a PIRG on your campus, and how”. Occasionally, Billy writes articles for the student newspaper and blogs on issues of environmental and inter-generational justice at www.treesforourchildren.blogspot.com
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Brooke Leurer is the Student Researcher for Saskatchewan’s RCE in the theme area of Sustainable Infrastructure. She is a first year student at the University of Regina in the Faculty of Fine Arts majoring in Media Productions and Studies as well as considering completing a BA in Political Science.
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Peta White is a Western Australian environmental educator who has come to Canada to undertake doctoral work at the University of Regina (working with Dr. Paul Hart) and is currently exploring environmental education activism, with specific interests in self-sustainable living practices.  Peta is a passionate environmental education activist and is currently the President of the Saskatchewan Outdoor and Environmental Education Association (SOEEA); she is a member of the Saskatchewan ESD Network Inc.; and a student researcher for the Saskatchewan Regional Centre of Expertise. On the national scene, Peta is active in the Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication (EECOM) and she is the co-chair for the International Commission for the North American Association of Environmental Education (NAAEE) where she facilitates international liaison. She is also a long time member of the Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE).
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Kim Dohms is currently a graduate student in the Department of Biology at the University of Regina.  She is researching parental care and nestling growth in grassland songbirds as a way to assess habitat suitability for a threatened species.  Prior to work on her Master's degree, Kim was a Project Manager at Nature Saskatchewan, responsible for delivery and development of two landowner stewardship programs aimed at conserving remaining grassland habitat for species at risk.  When not pursuing songbirds through the prairie, Kim keeps busy as a student researcher for the Saskatchewan Regional Centre of Expertise, is the secretary of the Friends of Wascana Marsh board, a member-at-large for Nature Saskatchewan, co-editor of the Nature Views, and a representative on two university committees.  She has served on the organizing committees for the national 8th Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference (2007) and the regional Prairie Universities Biological Conference.
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3. Overview of Student Researcher Positions (Roger)

Basically we are to describe what is going on in our research area in Saskatchewan.  Something like super sleuthing… creating a “capacity” assessment.  After this preliminary work has been completed (and we have a current and comprehensive database) we will know who should be sitting around our table.  Our initial region (that is bound to grow and expand with time) is the Regina to Saskatoon corridor within an oval shape.  

There needs to be an education focus to the information we collect.  So look specifically to Universities, SIAST, School boards, Carlton College.  Use the snowballing effect (ask each person for further contacts/networks).  Develop initial group in consultation with your TAWG coordinator and use the RCE groups emails (website posts).

When meeting people please ask them to subscribe to the RCE website (www.saskrce.ca)

For us to use the functionality of website we have to subscribe.

Descriptions of Theme Area Working Groups (TAWG) can be found on the website.

Student research areas may overlap in many areas.  Hence we need to work together and continually meet.  

We are basically use a “grounded theory” process of looking how we deal with issues in Saskatchewan.  This means researching what is going on with a particular issue or in a particular region and then synthesizing the resulting data and looking for common themes/ideas/results.

Geographic scope of RCE Saskatchewan

The initial starting point is Regina to Saskatoon and the corridor (Craik etc) and then a bubble around it to include additional areas. The Louis Riel Trail.  This will broaden out in time.  Prince Albert would like to be included.  Tania has a map of the First Nations Groups in the immediate territory (Peta to forward).

Emphasis on Education for SD

There must be an educational component to projects (either formal, non-formal (training), in-formal (media), non-profit education).  We will try to develop some kind of presentation that illustrates the different forms of education (Peta can look into this)

Set regular meetings for student researchers (Peta to coordinate)

We have a web conferencing system on our website (learn link).

Funding for project

Funds are possibly available for other costs for the position (see supervisor).  Thee might include photocopying, phone calls, travel, etc.

The phone is the best tool for contacting folks. Work with the coordinator to find a solution for covering your phone access/bill issues.  If we get the second $ we will have some money for travel and phone.  Just for your information check out Skype (http://www.skype.com/welcomeback/) - this is an online tool that allows you to speak using your computer (as long as you have a microphone and speakers – I use a headset or my laptop.  I also have a webcam – so I can see my Mum when we chat (nearly everyday now – for free!!).  I also have purchased Skype credit – so I can chat to all of my friends (calling their home landline or mobile) for about 2 cents per minute – YES – SERIOUSLY!!!) 

We really need to work towards having a targeted way to contact each organization, hence we need to be in close contact with each other (the student researchers).

That being said we need to have flexibility to work on what we are specifically interested in.

Ideas for possible future contacts:

· We have received 29 letters of support in our initial application – so check these out – there might be some important contacts here…

· We will profile people and their work that will be accessed internationally.  So we are really offering a benefit to organizations in profiling their work.  The UN and other RCE’s are looking to SK RCE!!

· Meet with your TAWG coordinator and develop a work plan.  The TAWG Coordinator might want to send out an email to their lists introducing you and asking for further contacts.

· Good idea to start with government organizations – they often have databases.

· Carla is currently working on the SK ESD Network Framework (see info in email).  Peta proposed a meeting with Carla to discuss the framework in detail and to have a really good look at what is going on and how it all fits together.

Documenting – see Kims documents (handed out)

Research should be current, that has been done, or that will be coming, or that is planning… (add something in)

Because we are geographically based – we could use google maps to locate our information.

So list of the data collection categories…

1. Project title

2. Resource person

3. Place title

4. Address or location

5. Contact person

6. Sponsors

Once we have collected this information send it back to the organization/project for confirmation.  And offer a week for their response.

Please make sure to advise that this information will be put online in the end – so need to have to have agreed information represented

Err on the side of caution when considering projects and whether to include them or not – and look for education opportunities – and implications… therefore education

What about conflicting projects…. Or projects that aren’t sustainable (in our opinion)?

Use own judgment – our focus is on the role of education so we have a responsibility to not use our personal biases but to present the “facts”.

We do need to use some critical analysis – Flag doubts for discussion.

Survey tool of RCE Toronto – too advanced for what we are doing now.  Tool is very intense and takes a long time (half an hour).  It is very specific about audience and type of project etc. and it would be too much as an initial introduction to the RCE as we do not need such detail…. So our process is simple and lots will fall out of it later.

Existing publications could have links to them in our information so ask if people/projects have them.  We could/should also use a database to collate all of our information and make it searchable.  Tanya will check into this (Ref works??)  So collect article references already!!

Profiles of key researchers can use the same data collection items although maybe we need to have two types of templates person and project.  What about a “form” that operates as a template and can then later we can just pull the data directly into a database.  Peta will check this out.

Carla spoke briefly about he RCE Conference of the Americas.  It is held here on the 26th and 27th may.  She is looking for great people to be involved in the conference.  This includes speaking at it, ideas of great projects, youth delegates, etc.  There will be lots of opportunity to do many things… tours, showcases, etc

Peta proposed that we offer a Workshop at the RCE Conference – designed by the us and sharing the process and content of what we have found (by then we are sure to have something wonderful!!)

From Carla….

May 26 to 27th, 2008 RCE Saskatchewan is hosting the RCE Conference of the Americas in Regina.  This conference will bring together international delegates (primarily from North, South and Central America) as well as members of RCE Saskatchewan to discuss how the RCEs may work together as a region of regions.  Some of the objectives for the conference include:

Awareness of RCE model & ESD projects and research within regions

Capacity building for RCEs at a regional level & through interregional networking

Role of education innovating for Sustainable Development

The conference will also have a showcase of initiatives on the weekend prior to the conference, involve partner events surrounding the conference (such as fieldtrips and tours of the region giving by SOEEA), a keynote address, panels featuring regional and international guest speakers, workshops, a poster session and more!

 

Here are some of the ways that student researchers may take part in the May RCE Conference:

 

- recommending speakers/panelists and key initiatives in their TAWG which may tie in to the conference theme/title (knowledge and innovation for sustainability: assessment and adoption)

- possibly report during the concurrent session of their research findings to date,

- being part of a group of youth delegates whom the conference will hear from to get the youth perspective throughout the conference,

- and if possible to help with conference tasks such as registration, or setting up etc (naturally anyone who wants to help with that is welcome)...

Forms…please complete them and get them back to Luther College

· Time forms need to be handed in each month (due on the 20th) send to Myra Cole fx: 585 2949 (these need to be signed by your TAWG leader)

· Complete tax forms (provincial and federal)

Business cards for each student researcher.  Please get your info back to Peta.

Other business: Jon and Lyle are involved in Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscience (a governing body to administer the profession).  This association deals with accreditation.  They think there is an opportunity here to encourage young engineers to get involved with sustainability.

At the next meeting we can looking at relevant professional and other organizations (especially around Agriculture) so we can do some collective thinking

Next meeting dates: Next meeting Wed 27th Feb and 26th March (4th Wed of each month).

The meetings will be held in the same place (the Upper Dinning Room of Luther College).

Meeting will be from 3.30 – 5pm.

· Have your work plan ready

· Look for standard template for collecting data… project/person/place, photo, 200 word description and link (in a document format – open formats).  Send this info to Peta too – to input into a “form” template.

· Business card info to Peta (if you don’t have them yet)

Meeting closed at 5.10pm

Here is a sample letter offered by Ann-Marie

Dear

I am developing an inventory of sustainable development activities for the Saskatchewan Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE).  This is an initiative of the United Nations University to support the U.N. Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014).  This inventory is related to health and healthy lifestyles with an education component; formal (elementary, high school, and post-secondary) as well as informal; (professional training and public awareness.  The education component of the RCE includes journalism and media, workshops, awareness building, really anything that consciously addresses the issue of sustainable health and healthy lifestyles.

The area currently designated by, but not limited to, the RCE is the mixed grasslands bioregion surrounding the Louis Riel Trail between Saskatoon and Regina.

As a research student, I will be cataloguing the initiatives with the future goal of having them posted on our website which can be found at: www.saskrce.ca
We welcome you to join our group! We value your contribution and would identify the initiatives on our website for advancing your own capacities (e.g., through networking with other groups in the region and internationally). Our website has been accessed globally.

Are you aware of any such initiatives, or would you be willing to share the names of individuals who are engaged in this type of work? Any help you can offer would be appreciated.

If you like to discuss in person or over the phone please let me know. I thank you for your consideration and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Ann-Marie Urban

Student Researcher, RCE Saskatchewan

